
58-28-102 Definitions 

(11) “Practice of veterinary medicine, surgery, and dentistry” means to: 

(a) diagnose, prognose, or treat any disease, defect, deformity, wound, injury, or physical 

condition of any animal; 

(b) administer, prescribe or dispense any drug, medicine, treatment, method, or practice, 

perform any operation or manipulation, apply any apparatus or appliance for the cure, 

relief, or correction of any animal disease, deformity, defect, wound, or injury, or 

otherwise practice any veterinary medicine, dentistry, or surgery on any animal; 

(c) represent by verbal or written claim, sign, word, title, letterhead, card, or any other 

manner that one is a licensed veterinarian or qualified to practice veterinary medicine, 

surgery, or dentistry; 

(d) hold oneself out as able to practice veterinary medicine, surgery, or dentistry; 

(e) solicit, sell, or furnish any parenterally administered animal disease cures, 

preventions, or treatments, with or without the necessary instruments for the 

administration of them, or any and all worm and other internal parasitic remedies, upon 

any agreement, express or implied, to administer these cures, preventions, treatments, or 

remedies; or 

(f) assume or use the title or designation, "veterinary," "veterinarian," "animal doctor," 

"animal surgeon," or any other title, designation, words, letters, abbreviations, sign, card, 

or device tending to indicate that such person is qualified to practice veterinary medicine, 

surgery, or dentistry. 

 

58-28-102 Definitions 

(15) “Veterinarian-client-patient relationship” means: 

(a) a veterinarian licensed under this chapter has assumed responsibility for making 

clinical judgements regarding the health of an animal and the need for medical treatment 

of an animal, and the client has agreed to follow the veterinarian's instructions; 

(b) the veterinarian has sufficient knowledge of the animal to initiate at least a general or 

preliminary diagnosis of the medical condition of the animal, including knowledge of the 

keeping and care of the animal as a result of recent personal examination of the animal or 

by medically appropriate visits to the premises where the animal is housed; and 

(c) the veterinarian has arranged for emergency coverage for follow-up evaluation in the 

event of adverse reaction or the failure of the treatment regimen. 

 

58-28-604 Veterinarian-client-patient relationship. 

(1) A licensee under this chapter may only practice under a veterinarian-client-patient 

relationship as defined in Section 58-28-102. 

(2) A veterinarian-client-patient relationship may not be established solely by telephone 

or other electronic means. 

 

 

 

 



R156-28-102. Definitions. 

(11) “Unprofessional conduct” as defined in Title 58, Chapters 1 and 28, is further 

defined in accordance with Subsection 58-1-203(1)(e) in Section R156-28-502. 

 

R156-28-502 

(3) failing to conform to the generally accepted and recognized standards and ethics of 

the profession including those established in the Principles of Veterinary Medical Ethics 

of the American Veterinarian Medical Association (AVMA), as approved by the AVMA 

Executive Board, July 1999, revised November 2003, which are hereby incorporated by 

reference, except that if a licensee fails to establish the veterinarian-client-patient 

relationship as required in Section III A. of those principles, such failure does not excuse 

the veterinarian from complying with all other duties that would be a part of the duties 

that would be imposed on a veterinarian if the veterinarian had properly established the 

veterinarian-client-patient  relationship. 

 

58-1-501 Unlawful and unprofessional conduct. 

(1) “Unlawful conduct” means conduct, by any person, that is defined as unlawful under 

this title and includes: 

(f)  

(i) issuing, or aiding and abetting in the issuance of, an order or prescription for a 

drug or device to a person located in this state: 

(A) without prescriptive authority conferred by a license issued under this 

title, or by an exemption to licensure under this title; or 

(B) with prescriptive authority conferred by an exception issued under this 

title or a multistate practice privilege recognized under this title, if the 

prescription was issued without first obtaining information, in the usual 

course of professional practice, that is sufficient to establish a diagnosis, to 

identify underlying conditions, and to identify contraindications to the 

proposed treatment; and 

(ii) Subsection (1)(f)(i) does not apply to treatment rendered in an emergency, on-

call or cross coverage situation, provided that the person who issues the 

prescription has prescriptive authority conferred by a license under this title, or is 

exempt from licensure under this title. 

(2) “Unprofessional conduct” means conduct, by a licensee or applicant, that is defined as 

unprofessional conduct under this title or under any rule adopted under this title and 

includes: 

(d) engaging in conduct that results in disciplinary action, including reprimand, censure, 

diversion, probation, suspension, or revocation, by any other licensing or regulatory 

authority having jurisdiction over the licensee or applicant in the same occupation or 

profession if the conduct would, in this state, constitute grounds for denial of licensure or 

disciplinary proceedings under Section 58-1-401; 

 

 



(m) issuing, or aiding and abetting in the issuance of, an order or prescription for a drug 

or device: 

(i) without first obtaining information in the usual course of professional practice, 

that is sufficient to establish a diagnosis, to identify conditions, and to identify 

contraindications to the proposed treatment; or 

(ii) with prescriptive authority conferred by an exception issued under this title, or 

a multi-state practice privilege recognized under this title, if the prescription was 

issued without first obtaining information, in the usual course of professional 

practice, that is sufficient to establish a diagnosis, to identify underlying 

conditions, and to identify contraindications to the proposed treatment; 

 

58-28-501 Unlawful conduct. 

Unlawful conduct includes, in addition to the definitions in Section 58-1-501: 

(1) fraudulently issuing or using any health certificate, inspection certificate, vaccination 

certificate, test chart, or any other certificate relating to the existence of animal diseases 

or the sale of animal products for human consumption; 

(3) fraudulently misapplying or reporting any intradermal, cutaneous, subcutaneous, 

serological, or chemical test. 

 

58-28-503 Penalty for unlawful or unprofessional conduct. 

(1) Any person who violates the unlawful conduct provisions of Section 58-28-501 is 

guilty of a third degree felony. 

(2) After proceeding pursuant to Title 63G, Chapter 4, Administrative Procedures Act, 

and Chapter 1, Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing Act, the division 

may impose administrative penalties of up to $10,000 for acts of unprofessional conduct 

or unlawful conduct under this chapter. 

(3) Assessment of a penalty under this section does not affect any other action the 

division is authorized to take regarding a license issued under this chapter. 


